Percutaneous PFO closure for paradoxical stroke in 8-kg twins.
Patent foramen ovale (PFO) is a known risk factor for paradoxical embolus, especially in the presence of other risk factors such as hypercoagulable states or central lines. A PFO is a common incidental finding in infants and children. However, paradoxical emboli are not common in infants, and so PFO closure is rarely indicated in this age group. We present two cases of PFO closures in identical 8 kg twin boys with Hurler's syndrome who had central lines for planned bone marrow transplants, with embolic stroke in one. We discuss the treatment options as well as the specific challenges based on the patients' age, size, and diagnoses. We also discuss the technical aspects and safety of percutaneous PFO closure.